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is by the sheer scope of her scholarship an extraordinary anthropologist. Over her long career, she
has published in the fields of archaeology, physical anthropology and linguistics as well as social and
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and with Jane C. Goodale collected one of the earliest stone tool assemblages of Melanesia.
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scholars and topics. A biographical narrative (by Judith Huntsman) of her life to date traces her career
and there is a comprehensive bibliography of her works (Kathryn Creely).

The essays deal primarily with issues in Oceania, except for two addressing one of her favourite past-
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Preface

The Oxford English Dictionary defines polyvmath by its
Greek origin as “person of varied learning; great scholar”.
When one considers the wide range of Ann Chowning’s
scholarly contributions to all fields of anthropology, no
other description is more apposite. What is more, Marilyn
Strathern opens her chapter in this volume stating “Ann
Chowning is not one person—she is a veritable team”,
referring to Ann’s first-hand ethnographic knowledge of
several societies in Papua New Guinea.

Ann Chowning has written works in sociocultural
anthropology, archaeology, linguistics, physical anthro-
pology, ethnobotany and folklore studies. She continues
to contribute to some of these fields. She began her
career as a summer school assistant in archaeological
excavations in Indiana, Oklahoma and Yucatan, and her
first publication (1956) was a report on excavations at
Mayapan. But her doctoral fieldwork in cultural anthro-
pology took her to Melanesia, which has remained the
focus of her long career. Equally as outstanding and
unusual as her manifold scholarly contributions is her
in-depth knowledge of four different societies in Papua
New Guinea: Lakalai, Sengseng and Kove of West
New Britain and Molima of Fergusson Island (see map
below). A conversation about comparative ethnology of
Melanesia with Ann Chowning is an encounter with her
truly encyclopaedic knowledge of detailed ethnography
and scholarship in that whole culturally diverse region.
Easily proposed generalisations about cultural forms,
used as short-hand for a whole area, are swiftly countered
by opposing examples.

This volume of essays in honour of Ann Chowning
cannot completely mirror her varied contributions to
anthropology, but it represents at least an indication of
the very wide range of different scholars who appreciate
and continue to build on her work. There are chapters
on archaeology, social and cultural anthropology,
linguistics and physical anthropology, all with a focus
on the Pacific region where Ann carried out most of her
research. Ann is not only a prolific scholar, she was also
an inspiring teacher, as the essays of recollection in this
volume evocatively attest.

Plans for this festschrift began in 2002 when one of
Ann’s former students at Barnard College, Harriet Lyons,
ran into her at the Centenary Meetings of the American
Anthropological Association in Washington, D.C. The
conversation turned to the excitement of Barnard anthro-
pology during the years when Ann taught there and
Harriet was a student. She thought about ways to let Ann
(and the rest of the anthropological community) know

vii

how important her multiple contributions have been, and
contacted Dorothy Counts about editing a festschrift.
Dorothy responded with enthusiasm. She and her
husband David Counts treasure their long friendship with
Ann, which goes back to their first meeting in Canberra
in 1967 after Dorothy and David’s first fieldwork among
Lusi-Kaliai in West New Britain. Kove, with whom Ann
worked, and Lusi-Kaliai speak closely related languages;
Ann and the Counts in this sense are what in Tok Pisin
is called wantok (lit. ‘one talk’, same language speaker,
friend, mate). David and Dorothy visited Ann during her
1975 research among Kove on Nukakau Island. They
both remember many stimulating and inspiring conver-
sations with her in Port Moresby and Wellington, in 1976
when Ann visited McMaster and Waterloo Universities,
and at their home.

After her retirement as Professor at Victoria
University of Wellington, Ann Chowning moved to
Auckland where she has many friends and where
she continues to be involved in the anthropological
community, attending seminars and being available to
students and colleagues in need of advice and direction.
This group nominated Claudia Gross to become the
Auckland-based editor and oversee the production of
the volume. For Claudia, Ann was a significant figure
long before she met her in Auckland. Because Claudia’s
research findings among Awara in the Finisterre Range
of Papua New Guinea did not fit accepted general
concepts, Marilyn Strathern, her supervisorand Ann’s old
friend from her time teaching in Port Moresby, pointed
Claudia to Ann’s Molima research especially, to take
heart from Ann’s insistence on ethnographic specificity
and diversity, models and regional stereotypes notwith-
standing. The essays presented here in Ann Chowning’s
honour all reflect the ways in which she has touched the
lives of the three editors—as a committed ethnographer,
versatile scholar, inspiring friend and admired teacher.

One of the most pleasurable aspects of putting this
volume together has been the warm response Ann’s name
elicits from so many who work in the Pacific region. As
one referee put it, “Ann Chowning has a special place
in my heart”. Unfortunately it is not proper to list the
names of referees who so enthusiastically took on their
tasks. All, whether senior academics or junior scholars,
did so in the spirit of wanting to contribute in their own
way to honouring Ann Chowning. We thank them all
most warmly. In Auckland Claudia received valuable
support in her editorial tasks from Robin Hooper and
Mark Busse while Judith Huntsman has been a steady
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and much appreciated source of advice and encour-
agement, and without her, Claudia’s task would have
been close to impossible. Most heartfelt thanks go
to all three of them for their many acts of kindness.
Judith Huntsman also happily took on the task of inter-
viewing Ann and composing the biographical essay for
this volume for which we are most grateful. Thanks
are also due to Hamish Macdonald for his superb job
in laying out the volume; to Dorothy Brown for her
splendid copy editing; and to Tim Mackrell for his

help with photographic tasks. We would like to thank
the members of the committee overseeing Research
in Anthropology and Linguistics for supporting this
project.

Funding for this volume was provided by the
Department of Anthropology. University of Auckland; we
most gratefully acknowledge the support of the successive
Heads of Department, Peter Sheppard and Cris Shore.
Contributions towards funding have been gratefully
received from Victoria University of Wellington.

Claudia Gross
Harriet D. Lyons
Dorothy A. Counts

Auckland, August 2005
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Map of Ann Chowning’s main fieldsites in Papua New Guinea.

1. Lakalai: Galilo village.

2. Molima: Ailuluai village, Fergusson Island.

3. Senseng: Dulago village,

4. Kove: Kapo, Somalani and Nukakau villages.

viii



Ann Chowning — Polymath Anthropologist and Traveller

JUDITH HUNTSMAN

University of Auckland

with ANN CHOWNING

Ann Chowning was born in Little Rock, Arkansas in
1929 and celebrated her 75th birthday in Auckland,
New Zealand, in 2004. Little Rock in the 1930s and
early 1940s seems an unlikely place for Ann to have
grown up. She left, never to return permanently, after
graduating from Little Rock Senior High in 1946. Her
parents certainly wanted further and superior education
for their academically able daughter, but they were wary
about her going too far north. Bryn Mawr College, just
outside Philadelphia, was acceptable as a distinguished
women’s college not too far north. This little move
away from Little Rock was to be followed by much
further ones, unimaginable at the time to Ann’s family
and childhood friends. But to Ann, who had yearned to
travel, who was fascinated by other languages, the short
trip to Bryn Mawr was just the beginning.

There she majored in Spanish, which she had
already begun studying in high school, and took all the
available courses in anthropology. Her anthropological
interests at first were primarily in prehistory. From her
childhood she had been an avid and eclectic reader,
and among the books she devoured was Ann Axtell
Morris’s acount Digging in Yucatan (1934), which led
to an enduring passion for Mayan archaeology, and
expanded to a reading interest in ancient civilisations,
palacontology and human evolution. In the 1940s,
anthropology courses were taught at Bryn Mawr within
the Sociology Department and a further course, in
American archaeology, was taught within the Classical
Archaeology Department. These courses were taught by
Frederica de Laguna, who had been a student of both
Franz Boas and Bronislaw Malinowski. Freddy, as she
was known to her friends and spoken of by her students
(who addressed her as Miss de Laguna), combined both
ethnographic and archaeological research in her studies
of the Tlingit Indians in Alaska, and introduced Ann to
ethnology. Stimulated by Freddy’s teaching, Ann some
years later enrolled in a University of Oregon summer
school anthropology fieldwork course held at Umatilla
Reservation. Though the situation was trying—owing to
the circumstances of Indian life and their resentment—
she still enjoyed the fieldwork, which strengthened her
interest in studying living people. Thus it was that Ann
came to be primarily an ethnographer, while retaining
her interest in all the subdisciplines of anthropology.

Bryn Mawr was Ann’s home away from home for
most of the next eleven years. She lived there as student
in her undergraduate years and then was a “warden”,
mentoring and monitoring undergraduate students, and
for a time advising foreign students, while pursuing

graduate studies at the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. In 1950 she received her B.A. magna
cum laude from Bryn Mawr and subsequently taught
there as a part-time lecturer in anthropology from 1953
to 1957, after gaining her M.A. at Penn for her thesis,
“Raven Myths in Northwestern North American and
Northeastern Asia”.

In the late 40s and 50s, musical comedies destined
for Broadway were tried out in Philadelphia and Ann
became an avid theatre-goer, lining up for the inexpensive
tickets. Today, cherished LPs and more recent CDs of
Broadway musicals share space in her record cabinet
with many opera recordings, and Spanish and Mexican
popular music.

During her undergraduate and graduate years,
Ann spent three summers at archaeological digs—as a
summer school student in Indiana (1949) and Oklahoma
(1952), and as part of a team under the auspices of the
Carnegie Institution at Mayapan in Yucatan (1955).
Maya archaeology is only one of Ann’s abiding interests,
In the same bookcase with her many large, illustrated
books on the Maya are volumes on the Inca, the Celts,
the Vikings, the Crusades, the Orient and Islam, and
world exploration and art.

Ann at the Morris site, Summer Field School, Eastern
Oklahoma, 1952. (Photographer unknown)
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Ann was introduced to Melanesia in 1954 as a
member of a University of Pennsylvania team undertaking
anthropological fieldwork in Lakalai on the north
coast of New Britain. The leader of the team was Ward
Goodenough, her Ph.D. supervisor. The team members
lived in two different villages and were charged with
different primary tasks. One of Ann’s specific tasks was
to investigate women’s social and economic life, but of
course she learned about much more. Significantly, Ann
was the only member of the team who learned Lakalai—
her first Austronesian language. Though Goodenough did
not learn Lakalai, his interest in comparative Oceanic
linguistics was taken up by Ann, who in time learned
three other Austronesian languages and subsequently
published extensively in the field of comparative and
historical linguistics. The team’s research in Lakalai
during these five-and-a-half months provided the data for
her Ph.D. dissertation on Lakalai society, drawing together
Goodenough’s material on kinship, residence rules and
property with her own data on worldview and gender. It
was a somewhat uneasy amalgamation of data. Getting it
together was hampered by other tasks—such as writing
up the results of her Mayapan archaeological fieldwork
(1956a,b) and a requested chapter on Lakalai political
organisation with Goodenough (1965-66a)—and her
teaching and mentoring responsibilities at Bryn Mawr.

She submitted and defended her dissertation in 1957
(though her Ph.D. was not formally conferred until 1958)
just before embarking on her first solo fieldwork. She had
been awarded a postdoctoral fellowship by the National
Science Foundation to carry out field research among
the Austronesian-speaking Molima on the south coast of
Fergusson Island in the Massim. Ann had chosen to study
their society at Goodenough’s suggestion because their
kinship system looked to be of intriguing complexity,
and they had not yet hosted a social anthropologist. She
found the Molima system not only complicated but also
of great interest to the Molima themselves. She spent a
year there, again learning the language as well as learning

Ann at Bryn Mawr, mid 1950s. (Photographer unknown)

Ward H. Goodenough, Daris R. Swindler and Ann Chowning
on the steps to board a plane en route to New Britain at
Philadelphia airport, 1954. (Photo: UP Telephoto, from
unknown newspaper clipping)

about their social arrangements. Molima was a difficult
place to get to, and, as is usually the case, even more
difficult to get out of. This is why her return there was
not until some sixteen years later.

Ann was determined to do fieldwork in a second
society before embarking on her post-Ph.D. teaching
and research career, because she had come to believe
that teachers and writers who used the only society they
had studied as the invariable example, e.g., Malinowski
on the Trobriands or Hallowell on the Ojibwa, provided
a limited view of cultural diversity.

Before leaving the United States, and virtually “out
of the blue”, she was offered a position as Instructor
(with a promise of promotion to Assistant Professor after
two years) at Barnard College of Columbia University.
All did go well, and she taught at Barnard until 1965 and
was Chair of the Anthropology Department from 1961.
Actually, her appointment was a jointly funded one
with the Columbia Graduate School where she taught a
course, but nobody bothered to tell her about this.

In her first year at Barnard she sat in on Hal
Conklin’s course on Malayo-Polynesian (Austronesian)
languages. Having learned a second Austronesian
language in Molima and contributed to the Tri-
Institution Pacific Program on the comparative study of
Oceanic languages, she had worked out the comparisons
herself, but only mastered the formal principles of the
comparative method in Conklin’s course.

During her seven years in New York City, Ann,
of course, was not there all the time. In the summer of
1959 she was again doing archaeological fieldwork in
Middle America, directing a team working under the
auspices of the University Museum (of the University of
Pennsylvania) Tikal Project in Guatemala. As in the mid-
50s, when she published the results of her excavation
at Mayapan, now she had to write up the results of
the Tikal excavations (1985d). While she would have
happily gone on digging for years, she found the writing
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up of archaeological findings very tedious. Thus, Tikal
was the last of her Maya archaeological excursions. But
her archaeological perspicacity, initiated during her
childhood searching the Arkansas cotton-field rows for
arrowheads at the behest of her father’s and brother’s
“relics” collections, developed in summer field schools
and honed in Middle America, would later lead to a
world first (see below).

During the summer of 1962 she returned to New
Britain, She revisited the Lakalai village where she lived
eight years before to “check-up” on changes there and on
earlier data that she had come to question as somehow too
neat. The changes were fewer than she had anticipated
and she found that some of the distinctions made earlier,
e.g., a strict division between human and spirit domains,
were indeed too neat. Following her stay in Lakalai,
she and Jane Goodale, who had been a graduate school
colleague, investigated possibilities for future research in
the interior. The two of them were looking for locations
where the local religion was still intact and the people
spoke two different Austronesian languages. They found
what they were looking for and received funding from
the National Science Foundation to return in 1963-64.
For a year, Ann lived in the Sengseng village of Dulago,
and, of course, learned to speak Sengseng. Jane settled in
the Kaulong village of Umbi. They visited one another
monthly, alternating who would make the four hour walk
and who would stay put, and more frequently wrote to
one another (Goodale with Chowning 1996). During one
of Ann’s walks to Umbi, she espied an object of worked
chert when crossing a river. Once identified, the village
children were enlisted to find more (1966b), but it was not
until many years and several archacological expeditions
later that these chert artefacts were found in context, in
a site dated at 35,000 B.P,, making it the oldest known
rainforest site in the world (Pavlides and Gosden 1994).

In 1965 Ann left Barnard and Columbia for the

Australian National University’s Research School of

Pacific and Asian Studies, forsaking promotion to

Ann interviewing two men of her adoptive family who are
married to each other’s sisters on the kinship terminology
they use: Galia on the left, Gelu, his brother-in-law, on the
right and Galia's daughter. Lakalai, New Britain, 1962.
(Photo: Ron Duncan)

X1

Ann Chowning at Barnard college, ca. 1958,

(Photo: Henry Verby/ Barnard College Archives)

Associate Professor with tenure. During her years at
Barnard she had not been able to teach courses in her
own specific fields of interest, and increasing enrolments
without staffing increases meant increasing teaching
loads. Also, the crime rate in the University precincts was
increasing and she found Marvin Harris’s domination of
the Columbia Anthropology Department off-putting.
At Canberra, where she was a Senior Research Fellow,
she was expected to pursue her own research and
supervise Ph.D. students. She enjoyed the freedom
from undergraduate teaching, the ample opportunities
and funding for research, and the academic collegi-
ality. There geographers, historians, economists, and
political scientists with like interests collaborated with
the linguists, social anthropologists and archaeologists
who were together in the School of Pacific Studies. They
were all interested in the same region, but from differing
disciplines, and cooperated in supervising and examining
the many graduate students. Throughout those years, she
was the Anthropology Department representative in the
New Guinea Research Unit. The drawbacks were that
Canberra at that time was a small town, at the ends of the
earth, certainly from the perspective of a person who had
lived in New York City with its theatres and bookshops,
and numerous academics and events at its several
universities. When she was in Canberra, Ann lived in
University House, across the street from the Coombs
Building where the Research School was housed. When
she was not in Canberra, she was usually in New Britain,
During six months in 1966, she returned to Dulago in
Sengseng and then investigated research possibilities in
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Kapo, a coastal village at the margin of the Kove area, on
the other side of the Willaumez Peninsula from Lakalai.
Kove people had gained a reputation as conservatives,
i.e., resistant to changes proposed by Christianity and the
Australian administration, and she wanted to investigate
the reasons for this reputed conservatism, which was not
characteristic of the Lakalai, the Molima or, especially,
the Sengseng. In 1968 she returned to Kove, this time to
the more central village of Somalani, for three months,
partly as a participant in a concerted and widespread
academic project to document the Papua New Guinea
elections (1971a). Though there was practically no
election activity in Kove, where people had little interest
in any case, Ann had adequate time to establish herself
in the village and work on the language. Then, she again
visited Lakalai for a month. Later in the year she was
sent to Port Moresby for several weeks, to sort out some
problems at the New Guinea Research Unit and fortui-
tously visited the new University of Papua New Guinea,
which had opened that year. She immediately knew that
she wanted to teach there, not so much because she would
have ready access to “the field” but because she would
be teaching students from all over Papua New Guinea.
Young people from all the places of Papua New Guinea
would be virtually at her doorstep, and she would learn
from them as they learned from her.

1969 was Ann’s last year as a Research Fellow at
Canberra and during that year she spent another three
months in the Kove village of Somalani. Thereafter,
for nearly eight years, she was Associate Professor of
Anthropology at the fledging University of Papua New
Guinea, and in 1974 Dean of the Faculty of Arts. Long
vacations were largely spent in the field: in the Kove
village of Nukakau for three months each in 1971-72,
1972-73 and 1975-76. During this latter trip she was

Ann and members of her adoptive family, Lakalai, New Britain,

1962. From left: her “brother” Galia, her “sister’s daughter”
Harilau (daughter of Biato and Gelu) carrying Voro’s (Gaila
and Biato’s younger sister) daughter, her “brother-in-law™
Gelu, her “sister’s child” (son of Biato and Gelu) and a
“brother’s child” (daughter of Galia). (Photo: Ron Duncan
and Expedition: Bulletin of the Museum of the University of
Pennsylvania, 1966, Vol 8 (1), p.12)
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Ann listening to Paheme, with Pahiok (on left), Lainbo (on
right), Pangusme, a daughter of Lainbo’s husband’s brother
(standing with Lainbo), and a visiting boy. Sengseng, New
Britain, 1964 (Photo: Jane C. Goodale)

joined by archaeologist Pam Swadling, who investi-

gated some puzzling rectangular mounds. She went
again to Molima during the vacations of 1974-75. This
latter fieldwork was primarily to check her earlier data
in light of the now abundant published data on cognatic
societies, of which the Molima provided a particularly
complex example. Despite her long absence, she was
warmly, even enthusiastically, greeted, perhaps because
over the years she had maintained contacts with her
adoptive brother, who wrote informative letters regularly.
Following this revisit, she had continuing social contacts
with Molima people in Port Moresby. Lakalai was again
revisited briefly during a term break in 1974, And each
year she made a brief trip to Sydney, to stock up on
books and records, and enjoy the ambiance of the city.

Among the pioneer academic staff along with
Ann at UPNG were Louise Morauta, Maev O’Collins,
Ralph and Sue Bulmer, Sione and Ruth Latiikefu, John
Lynch and Jerry Leach, and later Andrew and Marilyn
Strathern, whom Ann had earlier known in Canberra.

Her undergraduate students were many and she
would re-encounter them in later years as diplomats,
economists and politicians (one would become Prime
Minister of the Solomons). Often these former students
remarked to her later about how useful their anthropo-
logical studies had been in dealing with people in regions
other than their own, and even people she encountered
casually spoke of how they had benefited from studying
anthropology. At least two of her students became
anthropologists: Jacob Simet, now Chief Executive of
the Papua New Guinea National Cultural Commission,
and Penelope Schoeffel, one of the many expatriate
students in the University’s early years and a longtime
resident of Papua New Guinea, who has taught at
several universities and worked in Asia and the Pacific
as a development consultant. Both went from UPNG to
ANU for their doctoral studies. Sue Bulmer, however,
completed her Ph.D. in Archaeology at UPNG under
Ann’s supervision.



ANN CHOWNING: POLYMATH ANTHROPOLOGIST AND TRAVELLER

What was so unusual in newly independent Papua
New Guinea was the seriousness with which anthro-
pology was regarded by the Government—they were
consulted and listened to. The position of Government
Anthropologist under the colonial administration had
been disestablished by the new Government, which
nonetheless felt a need for anthropological advice. Ann
as well as Ralph Bulmer were influential in gaining
annual leave for public servants, arguing that they needed
to maintain contact with their home communities. Ann
was consulted on designs for PNG stamps and, with
Andrew Strathern, on the images that would adorn
PNG bank notes. Particularly in Kove, she undertook
field research on issues that others wanted investigated,
e.g., infant nutrition and the use of medical services,
and she wrote articles directed to the Government, e.g.,
on domestic violence, on family planning, on alcohol
problems, based upon her general research. After
leaving Papua New Guinea she had no problems when
applying for entry to do further research, even if it was
not “targeted”, having established that general ethno-
graphic research was useful.

The generous leave provisions at UPNG, predicated
on the notion that expatriates would go “troppo™ if they
did not get away frequently, finally allowed Ann to
travel for sheer pleasure. In 1970 she set off west from
PNG right round the world. She visited Bali, Turkey,

Ann with Ed Polansky on the steps on the ANU house at
Rabaul, Christmas 1965, (Photo: Jim Toner)

Ann having dinner in a Japanese restaurant with Kirsten
Walen (on left) and Helen Coates (on right), Sydney,
December 1966. (Photographer unknown)

Morocco, Spain and England, attended the American
Anthropological Association meetings in San Diego and
then went to Mexico to see the new Museum in Mexico
City, and returned to Papua New Guinea by way of
New Zealand and Canberra. In 1973 she travelled east:
to Greece before attending the Association of Social
Anthropologists Decennial Conference at Oxford, after
which she stayed with her colleagues, Ralph and Sue
Bulmer in Cambridge; to Chicago for the International
Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences,
and Colorado Springs on a sudden invitation as Visiting
Professor at Colorado College; to Honolulu for the |st
Austronesian Linguistic Conference; and back to Papua
New Guinea via Canberra.

Her final leave in 1976 began with excursions in
South America to view Inca and other sites and Middle
America to revisit Tikal and see more Maya sites.
Afterwards, she based herself in the Philadelphia area,
where in anticipation of her departure from UPNG she
was applying for and being interviewed for positions
at universities in the United States. She had decided to
leave UPNG because she was uneasy about the rising
crime rate and felt the need for a secure and permanent
position. The University’s expatriate staff was hired,
in principle, on limited contracts, and she could have
renewed hers, but on this academic periphery, her career
would be stymied. She had not anticipated when she left
Barnard how few senior academic positions would be
advertised in the 1970s, and even those for which she
was interviewed were in fact never filled. She would not
have known that a Chair in Social Anthropology was
being advertised at Victoria University of Wellington
if it had not been for Hal Levine, who had also been
a colleague at UPNG and was on the staff there. Her
late application was accepted, she flew to New Zealand
to be interviewed and was offered the position. The
propinquity of New Zealand to Australia, where she had
many friends, and to Papua New Guinea made the offer
attractive. She accepted, leaving UPNG and taking up
the Professorial Chair in 1977.
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After her years at UPNG where she was free to
do fieldwork each year, she felt constrained at Victoria
where her responsibilities as Head of Department for
many years required her to be there almost every summer.
This she had not anticipated, because when she arrived
there were two professors between whom, she presumed,
the Headship would rotate. However, shortly after her
arrival, Maori Studies broke away from Anthropology,
with its Professor, to form a new Department, and
consequently she continued to shoulder the Head of
Department responsibilities. Nonetheless, she did get
away to the field from time to time, thanks initially to
Joan Metge’s willingness to take over the summer duties
of the Department head, and later when other Department
members assumed the headship role. In 1978 she had
a brief three weeks in Kove at the request of the PNG
Department of Environment and Conservation to advise
on the social impacts of a timber project. Two-and-a-half
months (1980-81) were spent in the Sengseng village
of Suvulo, among people who had moved nearer to the
coast to assess the impact of Christianity and the waning
of a cargo cult. On this trip ethnomusicologist Don Niles
joined her. Ann had recognised the importance of music
in Sengseng culture but lacked the expertise to study it
properly, so had enlisted Don. During her Study Leave in
1983 she spent two months in the States, visiting friends
and colleagues in Philadelphia and New York, attending
the American Anthropological Association meeting in
Chicago, taking up an invitation at the University of
lowa, and of course buying books. Thereafter she was at
the Australian National University as a Visiting Fellow
in connection with the Gender Project, headed by her
good friend Marilyn Strathern. During the summer of
1986-87 she visited Kove for the last time, having found
it more and more difficult and dangerous to get there.
In the same summer, she visited Lakalai again, specifi-
cally to expand and update the Lakalai dictionary. After
her first visit to Lakalai, Ann had compiled a dictionary
from the vocabulary items recorded on cards by four
of the team members. The Lakalai were keen to have a
dictionary of their language, and during her subsequent
visits Ann added vocabulary. All further visits to Lakalai,
in the 1988-89 summer, during Study Leave in 1990 and
finally in the 1991-92 summer, were principally devoted
to completing the dictionary. Thus ended Ann’s fieldwork
endeavours. In the latter years, she had found arranging
travel and accommodation increasingly taxing. Before
PNG gained Independence and in the years immediately
thereafter, government officials had made the arrange-
ments or been willing to help. Later, officials at local
Government stations often just did not care, and she was
reliant on the goodwill of storekeepers, missionaries and
others, often after she had already arrived.

As an ethnographer Ann is reluctant to probe or
interrogate. She describes herself as “a person who
dislikes asking any questions at all”. Rather she listens
and observes, and only then asks people to explain what
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she has heard or seen and not fully understood. This is one
reason, of course, why she has always learned the local
language. This does not mean that she does not work
in Pidgin (or, in Molima, the local version of English),
but it does mean that she can communicate with people
who are not Pidgin speakers. In some places, few people
knew Pidgin—usually men who had been away working.
In others, people simply did not use it. In all places,
knowing the local language was an advantage, partic-
ularly if the ethnographer is in a position to overhear
what people are saying. The data the ethnographer gains
from direct questioning tends to be more prescriptive
and neater than that which comes from listening and
looking, and then asking for explanation. Ann’s ethno-
graphic practice might be summed up as follows: the
direct question will elicit “the what™ but not always “the
why”, and “the why” tends to confound any neat answer
and make for richer ethnography.

Ann’s philosophy of publication combines a sense
of obligation to the people and cultures she studies and
to her fellow anthropologists. Her responsibility, as
she sees it, is to get into print aspects of a culture that
are central and distinctive. The result is a plethora of
articles in diverse academic journals. With regard to the
Lakalai however, this philosophy posed something of a
dilemma. What was particularly central and distinctive
about Lakalai culture was also a matter of shame. The
topic was addressed in print only many years after her
initial visit in the festschrift chapter, “Sex, shit and
shame...” (1989b), for Ward Goodenough. Articles on
more conventional topics—kinship, political organi-
sation and worldview—were published earlier. For the
Molima there are articles on cognatic kin groups and
canoe-making, witcheraft and aggression. However,
the Kula book chapter “Death and Kinship...” (1989d)
reported what Ann considered central to their culture.
There is only one article on Sengseng highlighting
that culture’s distinctiveness, “Culture and biology...”
(1980a), mainly because Sengseng culture and that of
the neighbouring Kaulong, about whom Jane Goodale
was publishing, are so similar. The last-studied Kove
find their place more in edited volumes than in journals.
The distinctive aspect of their culture is addressed in
“Women are our business...” (1987b) and they also
feature in chapters on alcohol consumption (1982b),
family violence (1985¢), sorcery and social order
(1987¢), family planning (1988), medical theory and
practice (1989a) and religion (1990) in topical case study
volumes. Then, there are the publications that would be
helpful to policy formulation of the Papua New Guinea
Government, on child-rearing practices (1972b) and
abnormal mental states (1973d) that draw on material
from all the societies she has studied.

Ann has published extensively on change—always
emphasising its unpredictable nature. Practices that
seem deeply embedded, indeed enshrined, are rejected.
Practices that would appear so susceptible to change are






